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LOCAL NEWS 

 

Olive groves replace industrial sheds to change the valley 
A Fondazione Cucinelli project at the foot of the village of Solomeo. “Give back dignity to the 
countryside” 

Who is 

Brunello Cucinelli founded his company in ’78. He is a manufacturer of luxury clothing in 
cashmere and exports to 59 countries. 

 

Not one but six industrial sheds built between the ‘70s and the ‘90s in the Umbrian valley at the 
foot of the village of Solomeo, in the province of Perugia: 240,000 cubic metres now used as 
storage of materials. 

On Monday the bulldozers arrive, and where the sheds now are a park with fields of wheat, 
orchards and olive groves will restore the valley to what it had always been, before speculation 
changed everything, here as elsewhere. In the contrary world of Brunello Cucinelli, where crisis is 
opportunity (“we’re experiencing a moment of great rebirth, of splendour”), going forward means 
going back, building something for the future means getting rid of decades of errors and horrors that 
wounded the territory. 

“Project for beauty” is the name chosen by the cashmere entrepreneur who at the Teatro Strehler in 
Milan yesterday showed us a photo of today compared to an image of what the valley will look like 
in a year and half: on one hand a horizon of undulating roofs, on the other rows of trees, fields, a lay 
oratory (“open, multicultural”). 

It’s the second part of a reclamation plan launched by Cucinelli in 1985 with an initial purchase of 
houses in Solomeo, the mediaeval village that is now the headquarters of his company, with offices, 
a theatre and library, a restaurant for the employees and an arts and crafts school. 

Now that industry has been relocated downstream, there’s a wider view over the land. “After giving 
back dignity to work, we’re giving back dignity to the countryside.” It’s a Fondazione Cucinelli 
project, promoted and funded by the businessman and his family and not Cucinelli spa (“Explain it 
clearly, I don’t want to worry the shareholders”). No figures. “If I can afford it now though,” he 
says, “it’s thanks to the money from the stock market listing”, one of the successes of 2012, with a 
2-week road show cut short after six days because of excess demand. “We must combine profit and 
gifts,” he concludes and quotes Socrates: “In the end, we will have lived better”. 

Daniela Monti 

 

Before and after 

Before/after comparison: 

left, as it is today with the sheds; 

right, what the park will be like. 

 


